
FWinc Environmental Policy

1. Purpose  

Funny Wonders Inc. (FWinc), as an organisation, aims to provide opportunities for people to 
experience and participate in creative arts in a supportive, safe environment. The purpose of this 
policy is to focus on the effects arising from the organisation’s impact on the environment and the 
effects of that impact on human society and health. This policy also aids FWinc in contributing to the 
basic human right of a safe and healthy environment and working ecosystem.

2. Scope  

This Policy applies to all members and associates of FWinc. 

3. Definitions  

An environmental policy is a documented statement of an organisation’s stance towards the 
environment in which it operates. 

4. Statement  

FWinc believes that it has a responsibility to care for and protect the environment in which it 
operates and to prevent or minimise any negative environmental effects of its actions or policies. 
FWinc is committed to improving its environmental performance across all of its activities.  

Where economically viable, FWinc aims to: 

 integrate the consideration of environmental concerns and impacts into all decision making and 
activities including project design 

 promote environmental awareness and our commitment among our associates and members and 
encourage them to work in an environmentally responsible manner

 work with partner organisations with similar considerations of environmental awareness and 
commitments to reducing their environmental impact

 educate and inform our associates and members about relevant environmental issues 
 ensure other policies and procedures are complimentary to this policy
 promote efficient use of resources throughout our facilities including water, electricity, raw 

materials and other resources, particularly those that are finite and non-renewable
 reduce its generation of waste through careful and efficient use, re-use and recycling 
 reduce its carbon footprint
 reduce its purchase of new and single-use plastics – see Appendix A
 offset its carbon footprint by planting trees
 purchase and use environmentally responsible, sustainable products and materials (renewable, 

recycled, recyclable or refurbished) where these alternatives are available, economical and 
suitable (fit-for-purpose)
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 avoid unnecessary use of hazardous (to environment and/or health) materials and products by 
seeking substitutions when feasible and taking all reasonable steps to protect human health and 
the environment when such materials must be used, stored and disposed of

 where required by legislation, or where significant health, safety or environmental hazards exist, 
develop and maintain appropriate emergency and spill response programmes

 strive to continually improve our environmental performance and minimise the social impact and 
damage of activities by identifying our impacts and periodically reviewing our environmental 
policy in light of our current and planned future activities

 maintain an awareness of environmental issues and information
 support relevant environmental projects in our community

5. Legislation  

A significant proportion of environmental legislation in England and Wales originates from EU law, 
which is directly applicable or implemented through national legislation. The UK left the EU on 31 
January 2020. Under the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018, the UK remains governed by EU law 
during a transitional period ending on 31 December 2020 pending agreement on a longer-term 
agreement between the UK and EU. The content and structure of an environmental policy are not 
regulated under UK legislation. 

5.1. Control of Pollution Act 1974  
This was passed to cover a number of environmental issues such as air, noise, water and 
atmospheric pollution as well as waste on land.

5.2. Environmental Protection Act 1974  
This is the environmental law in the UK that controls waste management and emissions into the 
environment and makes further provision with respect to waste disposal, water pollution, noise, 
atmospheric pollution and public health.

5.3. Environmental Protection Act 1990  
This updates the 1974 Act making provisions for prescribed processes and substances, disposal of 
controlled waste on land, contaminated land, statutory nuisances, litter, radioactive substances 
and genetically modified organisms. 

5.4. Climate C  hange Act 2008     
This is an environmental law designed to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the UK. Binding 
targets have been set that will reduce these emissions from levels recorded in 1990 by at least 
80% by 2050. 

5.5. Environment Bill 2020   
This sets out how to protect and improve the natural environment in the UK with respect to 
biodiversity loss, climate change and environmental risks to public health setting targets in four 
priority areas of the natural environment: air quality; waste and resource efficiency; water and 
nature. 

5.6. Following Withdrawal from the EU  
As of May 2021, for the most part, there have not been major divergences in the environmental 
laws. Instead, the UK has made small tweaks to its rules so that they make sense in the post-
Brexit reality. ‘Level playing field’ provisions in the UK/EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
cover a number of areas of law, including environment and climate, with the aim of creating a set
of common rules and standards that prevent businesses in one country gaining a competitive 
advantage over those operating in other countries. It requires ‘non-regression’ in the level of 
environmental protection by the UK from the end of the transition period, meaning that the UK 
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should not try to undo the standards that were in place on the 31st December 2020. Divergences 
pertain to unsorted plastic waste, pesticide regulation and the regulation of genetically modified 
organisms. 

5.7. Environment Act 2021  
This Act provides a new framework for environmental protection, setting targets to improve air 
and water quality, protect wildlife, increase recycling and reduce plastic waste in the UK. The Act
also established a new environmental watchdog, the Office for Environmental Protection (OEP), 
which will hold the Government and other public bodies to account, and ensure that 
environmental laws are complied with. 

5.8. Separation of Waste (England) Regulations 2025   
Under these new regulations, from 31 March 2025, workplaces in England have a legal duty to 
present the following wastes separated: dry recyclables, food waste, and black bin waste. There 
is further guidance for separating dry recyclables. Households have until March 31st 2026 and 
microfirms (workplaces with fewer than 10 full-time equivalent employees) until March 31st 2027.

6. Areas of Key Impacts to Consider by   FWinc  

 waste of resources – materials, products, energy, water, paper
 carbon footprint - emissions by transportation (cars), electricity use
 pollution (air, water, noise) – toxins
 use of single-use plastics (SUPs) – cups, cable ties, laminating

7. Achievable Targets   

 promote environmental awareness and our commitment among our associates and members and 
encourage them to work in an environmentally responsible manner

 educate and inform our associates and members about environmental issues that affect their work
 efficient initial use of materials and products
 efficient re-use and recycling of materials and products 
 make use of community hard-to-recycle item bins
 separate waste appropriately 
 implement an in-house recycling station for paper, cardboard, plastics etc to reduce throwing 

away recyclable materials and products
 regularly take to suitable recycling units any materials, products or surplus that cannot be re-used

or recycled in-house 
 compost any organic waste produced 
 reduce vehicle carbon emissions – car pools, using public transport, walking/cycling
 reduce energy bills
 replace use of single-use plastics with reusable plastics or natural materials – see Appendix A
 use reusable cups and utensils for drinks and snacks during workshops
 minimise use of aerosols – identify alternative materials
 promote and communicate this policy, schemes and practices to all associates and members     
 deal with other like-minded organisations and businesses e.g. energy suppliers, material 

producers
 evaluate the environmental impact of our work in our evaluation reports
 quantitatively estimate the carbon footprint of our work using a calculation tool to establish how 

many trees to plant
 Polluter Pays Principle – pay/off-set for damages done to the environment by tree planting
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8. Implementation of this Policy  

All members of FWinc will be made aware of our stance towards environmental issues, the content of 
this Policy and be directed to the associated Implementation Document. 

This Policy will be available at permanent premises used by FWinc and on the FWinc website. 

9. Responsibilities  

It is the responsibility of the FWinc Board of Directors to appoint an Environmental Officer (FwincEO). 

It is the responsibility of the FWincEO to implement schemes and practices to achieve our aims.

It is the responsibility of supervising adults of FWinc activities to ensure the activity runs in 
accordance with this Policy. 

It is the responsibility of FWinc members and associates to commit to, uphold and promote practices 
and schemes implemented by the FWincEO and take part in any relevant training and read any 
relevant information supplied by the FwincEO.

10. Complaints  

Complaints regarding the procedures or handling of the procedures mentioned in this Policy, the 
Policy itself or any other matter should follow the FWinc Complaints Procedure outlined in the FWinc 
Complaints Policy.

11. Review  

This Policy will be reviewed by the FWinc Board of Directors annually or as-and-when issues arise. 

12. External Contacts  

Environment Agency: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
Environmental Protection UK: http://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/

13. Policy History  

First version adopted 8th April 2010
Formatted Apr 2011
Readopted Nov 2011
Amended Sep 2012
Readopted Sep 2013
Readopted Sep 2014
Readopted Oct 2015
Readopted Sept 2016
Amended Sep 2017 (evaluation)
Readopted Sep 2017 
Readopted Sep 2018
Readopted Sep 2019

Page 4 of 6



FWinc Environmental Policy

Amended Aug 2020 (Brexit)
Readopted Sep 2020
Amended Oct 2021 (plastic pledge)
Readopted Oct 2021
Readopted Sep 2022
Readopted Sep 2023
Readopted Sep 2024
Amended Jun 2025 (legislation)
Readopted Jul 2025
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Appendix A – Plastic Free Pledge

In February 2021, FWinc made the plastic free pledge in support of Transition Buxton’s campaign to make 
Buxton a Plastic Free Community, the Surfers Against Sewerage initiative. 

1) we pledged to no longer buy plastic cups, plastic cutlery or plastic straws for our events. We will, 
however, use up those we have, including those donated to us. 

2) we added a line in our email signatures advertising our pledge and display the logo in our email 
signatures and on our website. 

3) we raise awareness by reusing and repurposing a range of materials at our making activities including 
plastics such as plant pots, milk bottles and bottle caps. We rarely buy new materials. We support 
Transition Buxton where we can and use the Hard-to-Recycle items bins as appropriate.
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